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Approved by the Executive Director  

July 21, 2016 

 
 

FOR ACTION 
 
 

MOTION:  To Authorize the Executive Director to Close the Waiting Lists for the 
Federally-Assisted Public Housing Projects, the State Aided Elderly Public 
Housing Projects and the State-Aided Family Public Housing Projects on 
Oahu and to Authorize the Executive Director to Reopen the Waiting List 
in Whole or in Part Pursuant to Applicable Waiting List Rules 

 
 
I. FACTS 
 

A. Among its many programs, the Hawaii Public Housing Authority (HPHA) 
currently administers and manages three major public housing programs:  
1) federal public housing program; 2) state-aided family public housing 
program; and 3) state-aided elderly public housing program. 
 

B. The HPHA’s public housing programs are governed by a variety of federal, 
state, and agency statutes and rules, including the Code of Federal 
Regulations and Chapter 356D, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS).  Each of 
the programs listed above maintains waiting lists according to applicable 
rules. 

 
C. The relevant subsections of the Hawaii Administrative Rules governing the 

closure and opening of waiting lists for federally assisted public housing 
projects are as follows: 

 
§17-2028-38  Closing the waiting lists. (a) The 

authority, at its discretion, may restrict acceptance 

of applications, and close the waiting list in whole 

or in part, when it determines that it will be unable 

to assist all the applicants on the waiting list 

within a reasonable period of time. 

(b) The authority shall announce any closure and 

reopening of the application process through notices 

posted in a conspicuous place at the authority's 

offices that accept applications. 

* * * * 

 

§17-2028-36  Waiting List.   

* * * * 

(b)  Applicants shall be notified of the 

opportunity to apply for and be placed on one of the 



waiting lists through notices posted in a conspicuous 

place at the authority’s office that accept 

applications and printed statements in the authority’s 

informational material on its application process. 

 

   * * * * 

 
D. The relevant subsections of the Hawaii administrative rules governing the 

closure and opening of waiting lists for the State-aided family public 
housing projects are as follows: 

 
§15-193-35  Closing the waiting lists. (a) The 

corporation, at its discretion, may restrict 

acceptance of applications, and close the waiting list 

in whole or in part, when it determines that it will 

be unable to assist all the applicants on the waiting 

list within a reasonable period of time. 

(b) The corporation shall publicly announce any 

closure and reopening of the application process. 

* * * * 

 

§15-193-33  Waiting Lists.  (a) The corporation 

shall maintain a waiting list of all apparently 

eligible applicants for each of state-aided family 

housing projects. 

(b)  Applicants shall be notified of the 

opportunity apply for and be placed on any and all 

waiting lists through notices posted in a conspicuous 

place at the corporation’s offices which accept 

applications and a printed statement in the 

corporation’s informational material on its 

application process. 

* * * * 

 

 
E. The relevant subsections of the Hawaii administrative rules governing the 

closure and opening of waiting lists for the State-aided elderly public 
housing projects are as follows: 

 
 

§15-186-33  Closing the waiting list. (a) The 

corporation, at its discretion, may restrict 

acceptance of applications, and close the waiting list 

in whole or in part, when it determines that it will 

be unable to assist all the applicants on the waiting 

list within a reasonable period of time. 



(b) The corporation shall publicly announce any 

closure and reopening of the application process. 

* * * * 

 
§15-186-31  Waiting List.  (a) The corporation 

shall maintain a waiting list of all apparently 

eligible applicants for each of the following 

geographic locations: 

(1) Urban Honolulu; 

(2) Central Oahu/Wahiawa; and  

(3) Central Oahu/Waipahu. 

(b)  Applicants shall be notified of the 

opportunity apply for and be placed on any and all 

waiting lists through notices posted in a conspicuous 

place at the corporation’s offices which accept 

applications and a printed statement in the 

corporation’s informational material on its 

application process. 

* * * * 

 
III. DISCUSSION 
 

A. Based on historical data, applicants on the HPHA’s growing waiting lists 
can wait as long as a decade for placement into public housing.  Current 
information indicates the following: 

 
Federal Public Housing  

 
Current Oahu Inventory: 4,216 units 
Waiting List as of 7/15/16: 11,629 Applicants 
Average Unit Turnover: 30 per month 
 

State Elderly Public Housing 
 
Current Oahu Inventory: 576 units 
Waiting Lists as of 7/15/16: 1,574 Applicants 
Average Unit Turnover: 4 per month 
 

State Family Public Housing 
 
Current Oahu Inventory: 174 units 
Waiting Lists as of 7/15/16: 6,145 Applicants 
Average Unit Turnover: 3 per month 

 
Note:  The HPHA receives new applications on a daily basis and the 
information above is as of 7/15/16. 
 



Based on the above, the HPHA staff have determined that it will be unable 
to assist all of the applicants on these waiting lists within a reasonable 
period of time.   
 

B. The scheduled opening of the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher program 
waitlist and the recent implementation of the Special Rent Supplement 
program will be available to assist low income families with housing 
assistance payments.  Additionally, upon completion of the public hearings 
for the regular Rent Supplement Program Hawai‘i administrative rules, and 
adoption of same, the HPHA will begin accepting applications. 

 
C. It is anticipated that some of the waiting lists will need to be reopened 

once their applicant pool is depleted. 
 
 

IV. RECOMMENDATION 
 

That the Board of Directors authorize the Executive Director to close the waiting 
lists for the Federally-Assisted Public Housing Projects, the State Aided Elderly 
Public Housing Projects and the State-Aided Family Public Housing Projects on 
Oahu and to authorize the Executive Director to reopen the waiting list in whole 
or in part pursuant to applicable waiting list rules. 

 
 
      Approved by the Board of Directors 
      on the date set forth above  
 
 
            
      Pono Shim 
      Chairperson 
 
 
 






















































































